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Disciples of Collaboration by Toni Buzzeo


For collaboration to happen, the media specialist needs to understand the process will take time, commitment, and patience.  The first step in the process needs to be building relationships with the faculty and staff.  This relationship must be based on trust that is earned through providing quality service to your patrons, being a listening ear, and helping out the teachers and staff.  In elementary schools, collaboration is difficult with the fixed schedule both in the media center and the classroom, but it can be overcome by going to grade level meetings and working with teachers who are open to new ideas for instruction.  Other suggestions were using humor, being flexible, providing food, and sending out newsletters about previous collaboration successes.  In secondary schools, media specialists need to constantly communicate with the faculty, building relationships and being open to working with anyone on any topic.  When introducing your ideas to the teachers, make sure you use language that is familiar to them and relates to their current needs and not overwhelm them with informational skills.  Collaboration usually involves the media specialist doing most of the work, and it is a good idea to come with a layout or a design for your project, remembering to be flexible at the same time.
