Rationale for Older Books in Order
Disher, G. (1993). The bamboo flute. Houghton Mifflin.

This book received glowing reviews from Horn Book, Booklist, and Publisher’s Weekly.  Each one described it as a vivid description of Australian culture, which relates to the 6th grade Georgia Performance Standards.

King, T. (1992). A Coyote Columbus Story. Douglas & McIntyre.
This book was reviewed favorably by Horn Book and School Library Journal.  The story of Columbus and Cartier are treated with humor as coyote, the infamous Native American trickster, meets each explorer.  This story was first published in Canada and has a definite bias on the explorers and their discoveries and conquests, which could lead to a discussion on how people view different parts of history.  This book would work well with the 6th grade Georgia Performance Standards for Europe and Canada.

McKissack, P. (1991).  The story of Booker T. Washington. Children’s Press.

Booklist and School Library Journal reviewed this book favorably.  Patrica McKissack is well known for her biographies, such as Sojourner Truth: Ain’t I A Woman? and several Dear America books.  This title relates to the 8th grade Georgia Performance Standards.
Frink, H. (1971).  The new century speaker for school and college. Books for Libraries Press.

This book is a collection of speeches from famous Georgians listed in the 8th grade Georgia Performance Standards.  This would make an excellent reference tool for both the teacher and the student.

Wisniewski, D. (1992).  Sundiata: lion king of Mali.  Clarion Books.

The true story of Sundiata is introduced in this 32 page biography.  This book received starred reviews from School Library Journal and Booklist.  Wisniewski has also received awards for his books, including the Caldecott.  Sundiata is a part of the 7th grade Georgia Performance Standards.
Freedman, R. (1990).  Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Clarion Books.

This book received several favorable reviews and a starred review from Booklist.  Russell Freedman is renowned for his biographies, including Lincoln: A Photobiography and Eleanor Roosevelt: a life of discovery.  Franklin Delano Roosevelt is mentioned in the 6th and 8th grade Georgia Performance Standards.

Bryan, F. (1994).  Henry Grady or Tom Watson. Mercer University Press.

This book features two of the people listed in the 8th grade Georgia Performance Standards.  The price for the book was also inexpensive and would be used as a professional resource.
