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Ashes of Roses

2002.  250pp.  $5.99 pb.  Random House.  0-440-23851-X.  Grades 6-12
Entering into America, Rose Nolan and her family face several challenges.  Her immediate family splits, and her uncle’s family meets them with hostility.  Determined to succeed in this new world and get away from her “American” relatives, Rose tries to find a job.  She soon finds she has much to learn in the New York workplace.  Her first job soon ends, and she meets a fiery crusader for labor who brings her to the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory.  Life improves for Rose until the day of fire.  Based on historical events, this book brings to life the vivid details of what happened on March 25, 1911.  Some of the scenes may be too much for young readers, but middle school and high school readers will not leave this book without feeling that they were there.  Highly Recommended.  
By Mary Jane Auch

Instructional Material Review: Nonfiction

Ben Franklin's Almanac : Being a True Account of the Good Gentleman's Life
2003. 128pp.  $19.95hc.  Atheneum.  0-689-83549-3.  Grades 4-8. 

Every aspect of Ben Franklin’s life is explored in this book.  From personal life to inventor to revolutionary, the primary documents that weave together Benjamin Franklin’s life are introduced in a way that is easy to understand for fourth graders.  Fleming surrounds each source with commentary in easy-to-understand language, but she also includes the original language and a copy of the original document.  The author seeks not to persuade or convince the reader of a particular point of view, but to inform the reader and let her decide on her own opinion of Franklin.  Highly Recommended.
By Candace Fleming

Instructional Material Review: Digital Resource

Protists: Carolina Gallery of Images
2002. $52.95.  Carolina Biological Company.  Grades 6-8.

This CD-ROM gives students a chance to explore some of the smallest organisms in the world.  The CD-ROM divides the information into the following three organisms: the euglena, amoeba, and paramecium.  With each organism, there is a short paragraph explaining it and pictures that show the organism up close.  Several other organisms are included in the “diversity” section of the CD-ROM with explanations and pictures.  Along with the explanation, a short video shows the organism moving as it would under a microscope.  The CD-ROM also includes a glossary for the words in the paragraph and a quiz at the end.  If the students answer all of the questions correctly, a surprise video plays.  If the students do not answer correctly, they are allowed to return to the main menu and review the material again.  This software could be used, if a lab to examine microscopic organisms is not possible because there is a lack of space or resources.  This would also be helpful in reviewing material with the quiz at the end.  However, I would not recommend this product unless a science teacher is without other resources because of the price.
